Enhancing NeuroImaging Genetics through Meta-Analysis (ENIGMA)
Addiction Working Group 

Memorandum of Understanding and Data Use Agreement


Working Group Overview

· The ENIGMA-Addiction Working Group is comprised of investigators from various centers around the world who are actively engaged in addiction-related neuroimaging research. 

· The ENIGMA-Addiction Working Group works collaboratively on assembling and analyzing a collection of multimodal neuroimaging, behavioral, and genomic data focused on substance use phenotypes. 

· Our database will serve as a valuable resource for investigators across the globe interested in the neurobiological underpinnings of substance use and addiction-related behaviors. 

Members versus Non-Member Users

The ENIGMA-Addiction Working Group consists of “members” and “non-member users.” The distinction between these two roles is as follows:  

· Members contribute data (e.g., neuroimaging, genetic, behavioral) to the Working Group and are subsequently involved in the review of all ENIGMA-Addiction proposals. 

· Members are included as co-authors on all manuscripts that make use of their data; however, members may opt to remove their data from a given proposal if they wish. 

· Both members and non-members may propose projects to the Working Group, with a proposal typically resulting in one manuscript/publication.

· A member may request to withdraw from the Working Group at any time. Requests for withdrawal will be reviewed by the PI of the ENIGMA-Addiction Working Group. The withdrawing member will need to agree in writing to a moratorium on publication of any data that were obtained in the context of Working Group participation.    

· Non-member users can submit research proposals and conduct analyses without joining the consortium and are not obliged to contribute data to the consortium.  Their research proposals are reviewed by members as described above.   

Working Group Project Proposals

· The ENIGMA-Addiction team at the University of Vermont (UVM) will review all submitted proposals to confirm feasibility of the proposed work, ensure that there is no overlap with existing projects, and resolve any potential methodological issues. 

· After review by the UVM team, the proposal will then be sent by e-mail to all ENIGMA-Addiction Working Group members. Working Group members will have 14 days from the time of mailing to choose to have their data excluded from the analysis, ask for clarification, voice concerns or objections, and/or give feedback to the proposal. 

· After this 14-day period, if the author(s) of the proposal agrees to the authorship and publication policies of the Working Group, access to relevant data files (contributed by Working Group members who have not opted-out of the analysis) will be granted. 

· An ENIGMA-Addiction staff member will be assigned as a project liaison, and will facilitate the providing of data, as well as answering any queries relating to the project. The individual data will be housed at the University of Vermont and will not to be transferred or mirrored to other sites without explicit approval of the site PI because of privacy concerns (see Data Use Procedures, below, for details).

· Research proposers are required to obtain IRB approval from their local Ethics Committees.  In most cases, projects may be deemed exempt from a full local review as they are secondary analyses of de-identified data; nonetheless, a “Not Human Subjects Research” determination should be obtained from the local IRB/Ethics Committee.

Authorship and Publications

What Constitutes a Working Group Publication?

· ENIGMA-Addiction Working Group publications are papers or abstracts based on investigations that: (1) rely on intellectual resources of the Working Group, (2) use data collected through the efforts of the Working Group, or (3) rely, in whole or in part, on information obtained through participation in the Working Group.

· In agreeing to contribute data to a particular ENIGMA-Addiction Working Group project/proposal, members also agree that they will not publish or publicize Working Group findings that are underway and have not yet been published. 

· Prior to the publication of a given Working Group manuscript, related findings may be presented at conferences after consulting with the Working Group PI in advance. This consultation is designed to ensure compliance with embargo policies of top academic journals, protecting the interests of other Working Group members. 

· If a Working Group proposal is received and a member is already engaged in a similar line of research, members agree to disclose their participation in the ongoing project(s) if they wish to participate in the Working Group project/proposal. This policy is also intended to avoid the risk of duplicate submissions that may jeopardize a Working Group publication.

Guidelines for Authorship on Publications of the ENIGMA-Addiction Working Group

· The “ENIGMA-Addiction Working Group” will be listed as an author on all Working Group publications, as well as all contributing Working Group members being listed by name. In the event that not all authors can be named due to a journal’s policy, the inclusion of the ENIGMA-Addiction Working Group will ensure that all members will be named in PubMed. 

· Authorship credit should be based on substantial contribution to: (1) the acquisition and measurement of MRI, behavioral, and/or genotypic data for a given analysis; (2) contributions or generation of data for replication of results obtained in the analysis; (3) contributions to the conception, design, analysis and/or interpretation of the data; (4) drafting the manuscript or revising it critically for important intellectual content, and (5) final approval of the manuscript version to be published. Final authorship order is at the discretion of the PI of the research proposal.  The expectation is that the author list will include members of the team that conducted the research (i.e., the proposers), members of the consortium whose data were included in the analyses, and members of the UVM ENIGMA-Addiction team who facilitated the research.

· Based upon the level of contribution, authorship may vary from one publication to another. For each individual manuscript/publication, members are responsible for preparing authorship and acknowledgment lists for their site.

· The PI(s) associated with any one study/dataset contributed to the ENIGMA-Addiction Working Group can specify who should be subsequently included as co-author(s) on all Working Group papers making use of their contributed data.  Typically, one or two PIs are associated with each study/dataset.

Responsible Use of Working Group Data

Purpose

This agreement outlines the responsibilities and ethical considerations for members/non-members accessing the Working Group’s dataset. The aim is to promote the responsible use of data, ensuring that all research efforts contribute positively to scientific knowledge and public health without perpetuating stigma or discrimination.

Guidelines

· Respect for Participants: Working group members and non-member users must treat all data with the highest level of respect and confidentiality. Personal identifiers must be removed or anonymized to protect participant privacy. Member and non-member users commit to not attempting to re-identify study participants.

· Non-Stigmatizing Research: Working group members and non-member users agree to avoid any projects, proposals, or publications that may contribute to the stigmatization of individuals. This includes avoiding language or framing that may portray addiction as a moral failing or an inherent flaw in character. Similarly, reporting potential racial/ethnic differences without appropriate contextual framing is to be avoided (please see next point).  

· Sensitivity to Context: When presenting findings, members and non-member users must contextualize results within the broader socio-economic and cultural factors that influence addiction. This includes acknowledging the complexities and multifactorial nature of addiction.

· Benefit to Public Health: Research must aim to enhance understanding, treatment, and prevention of addiction. Projects should strive to offer insights that can lead to improved interventions, support systems, and policy changes that benefit individuals and communities affected by addiction.

· Inclusive and Equitable Research: Researchers should strive to include diverse populations in their studies and consider how findings may differentially impact various demographic groups. Special attention should be given to ensuring that research does not disproportionately harm or benefit any single group.

· Transparent Communication: Findings should be communicated clearly and accurately, with an emphasis on scientific integrity. Misrepresentation or sensationalization of data to gain attention or funding is not appropriate.

· Data Use Procedures: You will be provided temporary guest access to the Vermont Advanced Computing Core (VACC) hosted at the University of Vermont (UVM) to complete your approved project with the ENIGMA-Addiction consortium. You will have access for the duration of the project. Importantly, there are several rules you are expected to follow:

a) You are expected to answer all emails about your work on the VACC from the consortium leaders or the VACC system managers as soon as possible. If requested, you will meet with the consortium leaders or VACC system managers by teleconference to discuss the project.

b) You are not allowed to download non-summary data. Do not download data related to individual participants. 

c) You will not attempt to reconstruct individual identities from the anonymized participant data or from summary information. 

d) You will use the data made available to you only for the approved project. Each project proposal typically corresponds to a single publication. If you are not sure whether you are exceeding the scope of the approved project, discuss with ENIGMA-Addiction PI, Dr. Hugh Garavan: hgaravan@uvm.edu. 

e) You will not use the VACC for analyses (or attempt to upload data) that are unrelated to the ENIGMA consortium.  

f) Please delete unneeded intermediate files created by the analysis. If your use of the VACC becomes excessive, you will be notified and we will make arrangements to accommodate the project analyses within the VACC.

g) You will adhere to all conditions listed in the MOU with the consortium and the project proposal form.

h) Instructions on how to use the VACC can be found here: https://vacckb.helpline.w3.uvm.edu/vacc/kb/. If you have questions about how to use the VACC, please address these first to our the UVM ENIGMA-Addiction team: enigma.addiction.consortium@gmail.com. We will be your primary resource on the project in terms of data access and VACC procedures with support from the VACC system managers.

i) Failure to follow the above rules will result in removal of your access to the VACC and, potentially, the termination of the project with the consortium.


ENIGMA-Addiction Working Group participation is contingent upon signing the following statement:

I agree:

· To abide by the ethical, authorship, and data use guidelines described in this document.

· Not to distribute or communicate any privileged information to individuals who are not members/users without consent of the entire Working Group. Privileged information includes results of any unpublished analyses completed by members/users of the Working Group.

· Not to distribute or copy any data collected by the Working Group.

· That failure to uphold this agreement may result in expulsion from the Working Group (but I will still be bound by publication moratorium on Working Group work, as described above).


Signature Date

______________________________ _______________________

Please print name

_______________________________________________

Please select your desired role in the Working Group:
	
c Member 	
c  Non-Member User

